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Introduction 

One very important idea for teaching listening is that listening courses must make use of 

students’ prior knowledge in order to improve listening comprehension. To make this idea clear, this 

section introduces several concepts from the cognitive view of language learning, including schema, 

scripts, and top down  processing. This section also considers the similarities and differences between 

listening and reading, and then looks specifically at why the activation of prior knowledge is perhaps 

even more important in listening than in reading comprehension. Finally, there is a concrete example of 

activating prior knowledge in listening materials. 

English serves as a functional alternative language in several areas of public activity for the 

many nations of the world which use it as an international second language. Because of its widespread 

use geographically, and because of the large number of people who speak it, it has been adopted as the 

language of aviation and air traffic. English has continued as one of the important languages of 

commerce, as the sphere of political and economic influence of the English-speaking nations has 

extended far beyond their own boundaries. The use of English in international diplomacy is 

strengthened by its acceptance as one of the official languages of the United Nations. And as a final 

example, English is the language of the majority of published materials in the world, so that education, 

especially specialized higher education, has come to rely very heavily on an understanding of English. 

In no sense does English replace the cultural heritage and emotional ties of the first language, but for 

many speakers throughout the world, it provides a means of communicating with people of similar 

training and interests who would otherwise not be able to comprehend them.  

 

I write some approaches for improving listening: 

 learning through conversation 
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 maintain visual contact 

 take a big breath and begin speaking. 

 while speaking, use gestures and posture. 

 relax, be attentive while listening, and have an open mind. 

 pose questions 

 do not attempt to spread 

 feel the sensation 

Students' listening skills It offers input that can be highly important for second language learning 

in general and for the development of speaking skills in particular. Listening is essential for any good 

communication since messages are readily misconstrued without it. 

This is a useful talent since it allows you to acquire new information by paying attention to the 

person speaking and picking up on body language, gestures, emotions, and other nonverbal cues to 

assist you grasp what they are saying. 
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